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Today’s ask of  the 

Executive Team

1. Introduce the concept of  a Central Wasatch Trust Fund

• Discuss the ‘Why’ (Purpose and Needs)

• Not the ‘How’ (mechanics, funding sources, legislative needs, Trust Council formation, 

Trust Council by-laws, etc.) 

2. Obtain your initial feedback on this concept and answers to:

• Would you consider bringing this idea to the Central Wasatch Commission Board?

• Do you feel the CWC would be an appropriate entity to manage the trust?
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Natural Capital:  Wealth provided by nature and owned by the 

commons, which underpins our economy and sustains equality and 

our well-being. Since any loss to development is unpriced by the 

market and the costs for most associated unintended consequences 

fall on the public, a Trust is needed to protect and restore it.

How do we align the incentives with the desired future?

The goal of  the Canyons Commons Trust is to 

reinvest a portion of  the wealth generated by the 

canyons to sustain the natural assets that support 

our tourism and recreation economy, and to 

support efforts to prevent further development in 

the canyons.
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Canyon Predicament:

> Embedded growth 

paradigm 

> No defined capacities
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Economy

The market is embedded 

in, versus separate from, 

the canyons ecosystem
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• Trail crowding and 

maintenance

• Bathroom needs and 

maintenance

• Parking congestion and 

maintenance

• Water quality/restoration

• Air quality 

• Traffic/skier congestion

• Ecosystem - Soils, vegetation, 

wildlife…

• Sewage capacity

• Public safety

Externalities
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We draw down on the principle of  the 

canyon’s natural capital with no 

constraints and no metrics for the 

economic losses that occur when those 

equitable assets are depleted.

By excluding the costs of  unintended 

consequences, our current economic 

measures in the canyons effectively 

transfer those burdens to society, a 

distortion that should be corrected.



• Would you consider bringing this idea to the Central Wasatch 

Commission Board?

• Do you feel the CWC would be an appropriate entity to manage 

the trust?
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